ESL 6631

Functional Lessons: Maps: Terminology to “Reading a Map & Giving Directions”

S. Monteagudo of Morris Literacy Project
Class Description: 1-5-beginning and/or intermediate adult learners 

Class Time: 15-30 minutes

Assumptions: Students have the need to “communicate” and “understand” maps.  Know basic phrases of directions (e.g. north, south, east, west, etc…) for “Reading a Map & Giving Directions”; may not know some “complicated” symbols or features, but be able to get a sense of an idea of where certain places are in a map.

Anticipated Problems: -multi-level student population: -English level: Each of our ESOL students have various educational backgrounds (e.g. high school graduate, college graduate, etc...), so not all students will be able to perform each task. This is where planning ahead is important. Prior to or even during this activity, prepare the “beginning-level” (based on various assessments) students with simple videos and basic terminology words from personal resource site (see GoodnewsEverybody.com: LA- Geography-Political, Physical, etc... Maps etc...).


Objectives:  

Functional: students will be able to “state” community setting and map feature vocabulary words using correct level of formality. The second of series of lesson activities is…

3- Teach basic “community settings” terminology-vocabulary words (particularly “unfamiliar” ones that are found in city-town maps listed in example sites below.

Grammatical: students will use correct modals (past, present, and future +verb-ed-ing)

Pronunciation: Students will use correct stress and intonation to sound more polite and understandable.

Materials: handouts, computer with internet connection Using (Morris Street Map):

Lesson:

I. Language Used in a Real-world Context 

Lead-in/context:  
How do you “state” community setting and map feature vocabulary words? What prepositions (see Grammar)  do you use in giving and receiving directions?

Focusing on the language
What terms are found in maps? 



Beginning Level:


Geography Glossary - EnchantedLearning.com


Intermediate Level::



Glossary, from mcwdn.org



What prepositions do we use? (audio activity)

  Travel and Sightseeing : Directions Through Town - with interactive activities + the script 
(esl-lab.com) 

Checking learning 

What are some other ways we can “state (e.g. take a left, next to, etc…) our” directions?

Have student try out the online activity in site below.  Then suggest to the student that they could use this for the Post-Activity in this lesson.

  Prepositions and Directions - ESL Resources>, from ac-nancy-metz.fr (audio-visual activity)



Beginning Level:


Directions 1, easy


Intermediate Level::

Directions 2, medium



Advance:

Directions 3, hard

II. Practice in meaningful contexts 

Focus on accuracy


Beginning Level:
Community Services: gas station, post office, fire truck, store, police car, fire, grocery store, re​staur​ants

Have learners fill-in the missing letters eslBegGeographylocalmapworksheet.doc


Advance Level:

Community Services: Stevens County Human Services, Stevens County Medical Center, Morris City Hall, Horticulture Gardens, Stevens County Court House


Have learners fill-in the missing letters

eslAdvGeographylocalmapworksheet.doc
Intermediate Level:

Community Services: compass rose, cardinal direction, s_a_e, symbols
Legend

Have learners fill-in the missing letters

 eslIntGeographylocalmapworksheet.doc
Focus on fluency

Intermediate Level: 



-Hospital Visit, flashcards from Hospital English.com



Have learners preview each flashcard (17 total) and describe the picture 


using these following questions:



-What is going on?



-When is this taking place during a Hospital visit?



-Where in the Hospital is this going on at?



-Why is this procedure taking place?



-How is this patient feeling? How would you feel if your were this person?

III. Application/Extension

Homework Assignment

This will also be a reading, writing, and oral exercise. After this activity, I’ll give them homework to reflect and write on what they just learned, any questions, etc…  I’ll ask each student to come back with a particular “point of interest” (in-town) that they would like to visit that they don’t know where it is located.  I will then collect this “reflection paper” and individually respond (e.g. Horticulture Night/Gardens “in-town”) on how to get there and share it with the group overall.

